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hree  Worthies, 

1859,    l868-    l88°- 


Preached  at  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Michael  Johnston,  Haverhill, 
N   H.,  April  19,  1859. 

Also,  at  that  of  Mrs.  Lewis  Small,  Biddeford,  Me.,  August  7, 
1868. 

Also,  at  that  of  Mrs.  Herbert  S.  Chapin,  Jericho,  Vt,  March 
9,  1880. 

So  well  did  they  illustrate  the  text  and  the  highest  type  of 
womanhood,  they  are  associated  as  The  Three  Worthies,  in 
the  mind  of  their  pastor. 

J.   D.  Emerson. 
I 


Three    Worthies. 


Be  thou  faithful  unto  death.      Rev.  2,  10. 

The  divine  standard  is  feasible  for  one  as  for  another,  and 
just  as  attainable  by  the  low,  on  the  social  scale,  as  by  the  high, 
by  the  poor  as  the  rich,  the  bond  as  the  free.  All  can  be  equally 
faithful  to  the  trust  given  them  to  keep  —  the  work  God  would 
have  them  do. 

All  have  not  talents  angel  bright,  they  can  use  well  what  they 
have  ;  some  have  greater  opportunities  than  others,  more  means 
and  ability,  but  one  may  be  just  as  faithful  as  another.  On  the 
tomb  of  Seward,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  is  written,  "Thou  wast  faithful." 
So  was  the  soldier  who  saved  Seward's  life.  To  all  true  souls, 
one  and  the  same  eulogy— Good  and  faithful  servant. 

Faithfulness  is  to  be  worthy  of  faith  ■  not  as  originally  a  con- 
fiding spirit,  but  having  the  qualities  which  invite  and  deserve 
confidence  of  others.  The  faithful  is  one  to  be  trusted  ;  hence 
is  implied  the  acceptance  of  a  trust  and  pledge  it  shall  be  kept — 
honestly  managed. 

The  pledge  may  be  made  distinctly,  formally,  as  in  an  oath,  a 
vow  publicly  taken,  a  written  contract — then  the  faithful  respects 
the  oath,  keeps  the  vow,  fulfills  the  contract.  To  do  this  may 
be  difficult,  impossible  to  keep  the  letter  of  the  engagement — 
meet  the  note  when  due  and  an  extension  of  time  is  asked  and 
it  may  not  be  in  human  power  to  live  up  to  all  implied  in  the 
promise.      Still,  if  true,  he  wont  deny  the  obligation. 


Our  feelings,  circumstances  may  change  not  God's  demands  ; 
the  faithful  ''swear  to  their  own  hurt  and  change  not." 

To  be  faithful  is  to  have  a  conscientious  regard  for  one's  word. 
Not  to  keep  it,  to  be  slack,  dilatory,  careless,  is  to  be  faithless. 
Hence  a  profession  of  service  to  Christ  is  binding  as  a  note  ;  no 
more  can  one  free  himself  from  rendering  the  one,  than  from 
paying  the  other.  In  a  written  engagement  conditions  cannot 
be  inserted,  at  pleasure,  no  more  can  they  be  in  a  covenant  with 
our  Lord. 

Become  what  you  may,  feel  as  you  may,  you  are  to  serve  him; 
more,  word  and  form  are  not  necessary  to  bring  an  obligation. 
In  many  transactions,  express  terms  are  made  by  only  one  party; 
you  agree  to  pay  a  certain  sum  per  diem  —  the  laborer  is  also 
pledged,  not  formally  but  in  fact,  that  he  will  do  an  honest  day's 
work  ;  if  he  is  tardy  in  the  morning,  frames  excuses  to  leave  his 
work,  he  is  a  cheat,  although  he  works  well  when  at  it.  He 
trusts  you  for  his  pay,  and  you  him,  for  the  diligent  use  of  all 
the  time  specified.  The  pupil  makes  no  verbal,  promise  on  en- 
tering school  ;  still  his  act  is  an  engagement  to  give  the  study 
hours  to  his  work.  If  he  does  not,  —  takes  two  studies  and 
snatches  every  opportunity  he  can  for  something  else,  he  is  an 
eye-pupil — unworthy  of  confidence.  He  cannot  say,  it  is  his 
affair,  and  no  concern  of  yours,  if  he  pays  his  tuition  ;  indeed  it 
is,  for  the  wages  of  the  instructor  is  as  nothing  compared  with 
his  reputation  and  that  of  his  school  ;  to  these  all  allowed  indo- 
lence and  idleness  is  a  damage,  resulting  in  taking  away  the  staff 
of  life. 

The  central  idea  is  veracity — the  violation  of  an  engagement 
when  he  took  even  a  tacit  one.  is  a  lie,  he  acts  a  falsehood 
though  he  does  not  speak  it.  Numbers  doing  it  change  not  the 
crime  of  unfaithfulness. 


Where  neither  side  stipulate,  as  in  joining  a  political  party,  to 
be  faithful  is  to  prove  worthy  of  trust,  neither  bolt  nor  distrust 
its  measures  save  for  sufficient  and  publicly  expressed  reasons. 
An  obligation  implied  is  sacred  as  any  ;  tacit  promises  are  bind- 
ing, and  how  look  for  truth  and  fair-dealing  from  others,  if  we 
do  not  render  the  same.  Is  it  not  a  source  of  political  corrup- 
tion, in  that,  those  otherwise  faithful,  in  politics  are  tricksters 
and  liars  ? 

Another  form  of  unfaithfulness — refusing  a  trust  which  should 
be  accepted — not  disregarding  an  acknowledged  obligation,  but 
disowning  one  that  should  be  acknowledged.  The  instance  of 
a  parent  who  neglects  the  physical,  mental,  religious  training 
and  welfare  of  his  child,  when  the  very  relation  implies  a  solemn 
trust  is  committed  to  him  by  God,  his  not  owning  its  obligations 
does  not  exonerate  him. 

Your  child  does  not  like  to  attend  meeting,  school,  week-day 
or  Sabbath,  so  you,  being  avaricious  keep  him  at  work,  on  the 
farm  or  in  the  mill,  under  the  excuse,  "I  do  not  like  to  force 
him,  and  he  can  choose  for  himself."  Turn  this  round  ;  he  says 
"I  never  was  consulted  about  this  man  being  over  me — never 
promised  to  obey  him  and  I  never  will." 

The  son  is  just  as  near  right  as  the  parent,  and  neither  can 
escape  the  penalty  of  refusing  an  obligation  they  should  assume 
and  fulfill.  Eli  was  at  fault  no  less  than  his  sons  ;  parental  un- 
faithfulness usually  goes  before  filial  ingratitude  and  shame  and 
to  assert  nothing  is  required  where  nothing  has  been  promised, 
is  a  doctrine  of  Sodom.  The  slothful  servant  is  not  punished  as 
the  open  enemy ;  the  former  neglects  an  accepted  trust — his 
conduct  practically  gives  the  lie  to    his    professions    and    shows 
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them  insincere  ■  the  latter  goes  farther  by  denying  that  any  ser- 
vice can  properly  be  demanded  or  expected  ;  he  impiously 
maintains  that  to  be  right  which  is  wrong,  both  does  wrong  and 
ignores  the  obligation  to  do  right,  which  is  the  most  awful  kind 
of   falseness. 

Many  do  not  steal,  bear  false  witness,  but  disown  the  obliga- 
tion to  love  God,  worship  him  in  the  family  and  closet  ;  they 
keep  one  table  of  the  law  and  excuse  themselves  for  disobeying 
the  other,  since  they  never  have  assumed  the  obligation  so  to  do. 
Does  not  the  obligation  exist  all  the  same  ?  Is  it  not  on  one  as 
much  as  on  another  ?  Will  you  not  serve  Christ  because  not  a 
christian?  As  well  the  drunkard  claim  his  habit  is  innocent 
because  he  never  professed  temperance  ;  profession  brings  no 
new  duty. 

The  law  judges  him  as  he  ought  to  do  ;  besides  every  soul  is 
a  child  of  God — all  his  offspring — the  impenitent  must  always 
be  that,  own  it  or  not  •  hence  all  duties  and  responsibilities  of  a 
child  rest  on  him  and  forever  will,  whether  he  assume  and  per- 
form them  or  not.  If  it  is  the  duty  of  one  to  profess  Christ  and 
come  to  his  table,  it  is  just  as  much  the  duty  of  every  rational 
being  ;  a  christian  tries  to  meet  obligations,  he  has  always  con- 
fessed to  be  such  :  so  should  all. 

The  award  of  the  righteous — "Well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant '"  The  condemnation  of  the  unrighteous — "Thou  wicked 
and  slothful" — what  ?  "Servant" — a  faithless  servant  of  Christ. 

To  be  faithful  has  its  essence  in  being  trustful,  meeting  every 
obligation — the  clear  acknowledgement  and  acceptance  in  word 
and  act,  of  that  as  true,  which  is  true,  which  God  has  made  true  ; 
of  that  as  right  which  is  right,  which  God  has  made  right. 


Are  you  as  true  in  his  service,  as  in  that    of  self,  do    business 
for  him,  as  you  would  if  yours  ?     He  certainly  is  faithful  who  ful- 
fills every  obligation  of  personal   love    and    service    to    Christ — 
actually  serves  him  as  he  once  served  sin. 
Fidelity  is  my  chief  delight, 
The  darling  pleasure  of  the  mind  ; 
O,  that  I  could  to  her  invite, 
All  the  whole  race  of  human-kind  : 
Take  her,  mortals,  she  \s  worth  more 
Than  all  your  glory,  all  your  fame, 
Than  all  your  glittering,  boasted  store, 
Than  all  things  that  you  can  name  : 
She  '11  with  her  bring  a  joy  divine, 
All  that 's  good  and  all  that 's  fine. 

The  kind  of  fidelity  which  is  fully  up  to  ability  is  pictured  in 
an  incident : 

A  tourist,  without  guide  or  companion,  save  a  small  dog, 
reached  the  summit  of  Mount  Helvellyn,  when  he  was  suddenly 
enveloped  in  impenetrable  mist — all  paths  were  lost — sunlight, 
moonlight,  starlight,  alike  disappeared.  What  were  his  wants, 
dismal  wanderings,  last  lying  down?  none  ever  knew.  This  was 
the  latter  end  of  October.  He  was  not  discovered  until  the  fol- 
lowing spring,  when  a  shepherd  traveling  the  caves  of  Helvellyn, 
in  quest  of  a  stray  sheep,  was  struck  by  the  unusual  sound  of  a 
short,  quick  bark  or  cry  of  distress,  as  if  from  a  dog  or  young 
fox.  He  followed  its  guiding  and  came  to  a  deep  hollow  near 
the  awful  curtain  of  rock  called  "Striding  edge"  —  there,  at  the 
foot  of  a  tremendous  precipice,  lay  the  body  of  the  unfortunate 
tourist ;  and  watching  by  his  side,  a  meager  shadow,  literally 
reduced  to  skin  and  bones,  that  couldebe  counted,  sat  this  most 
faithul  of  servants,  mounting  guard    upon    his  master's    honored 


body  and  protecting  it,  as  he  had  done,  effectually  from    all    vio- 
lation by  birds  of  prey  which  haunt  those  central  solitudes. 
"How  nourished  through  that  length  of  time, 

He  knows,  who  gave  that  love  sublime 
And  sense  of  loyal  duty — great, 
Beyond  all  human  estimate  !" 

The  clog  knoweth  his  owner  and  is  faithful  unto  him  ;  shows 
a  fidelity  which  is  thorough,  persistent,  hearty.  This  is  all  God 
requires.  His  demand  is  the  same  as  that  of  history  ;  both  ac- 
cord the  meed  of  praise  to  them  who  stand  true,  even  unto  death. 
Nelson  echoed  Paul's  sentiments,  in  giving  the  word  on  the  edge 
of  battle,  "England  expects  every  man  to  do  his  duty." 

Trustworthy  character  is  built  up  by  the  fidelities  of  number- 
less hours.  But  evidence  of  love — which  also  fulfills  this  law — - 
is  the  desire  to  please  in  little  things,  anticipates  wants,  and 
is  untiring  in  helpfulness:  Is  said  of  past  premier  of  England, 
that  on  his  way  to  Parliament  House,  to  give  his  maiden  speech, 
accompanied  by  his  wife,  her  finger  was  caught  and  crushed  by 
the  sudden  closing  of  the  hack  door,  yet  she  never  betrayed 
any  of  the  intense  pain,  during  the  ride,  or  the  two  hours  deliv- 
ery of  the  speech,  lest  it  might  disturb  her  husband's  mind.  It 
is  added  that  during  all  his  splendid  career,  she  read  the  papers, 
magazines,  reviews,  and  marked  whatever  would  be  useful  to 
him.  There  was  reason  that  he  should  desire  the  title  offered 
him,  for  his  wife.  Did  she  not  conquer  by  her  love  ;  and  so  our 
Lord  and  Master  affirms,  if  we  love  him,  we  shall  be  faithful  to 
him  in  all  things,  even  unto  blood. 

It  is  the  damaging  nature  of  sin,  that  it  makes  its  possessor 
profitless,  faithless,  heartless.  All  are  servants  of  Jesus  Christ, 
but  some  are  rotten-hearted,  and  are  let  go  with  their  kin — 
the  liar  from  the  beginning. 
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Paul  tells  us  Moses  was  faithful  to  him  that  appointed  him,  as 
was  Jesus.  Gives  himself  but  one  title,  "servant  of  Jesus 
Christ." 

Oh,  not  to  fill  the  mouth  of  fame 

My  longing  soul  is  stirred  ; 

Oh,  give  me  a  diviner  name  ! 

Call  me  thy  servant,  Lord. 

In  all  heaven's  minstrelsy,  his  voice  to  me  the  sweetest — "Well 
done,  good  and  faithful  servant." 

I  have  in  mind  three  wives  and  mothers,  living  in  as  many 
States,  until  about  the  same  age,  50, — of  the  same  tastes,  and 
noble  loyalty  to  duty,  who  also  illustrate  a  devotion  to  their 
Master,  even  unto  death.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  they  died 
for  Him,  since  it  was  Christ  for  them  to  live  ;  their  names  are 
not  known  to  fame,  but  are  enrolled  with  his  tried  and  true  ones 
of  all  ages — of  each  he  could  repeat  his  words,  O  !  woman,  great 
is  thy  faith.  Because  of  what  they  were  and  what  they  went 
through  in  triumph,  they  are  to  me  the  Three  Worthies  :  that 
said  of  one  applies  to  all. 

To  be  faithful — deserving  the  highest  trust  seemed  her  aim  in 
every  duty — the  most  ordinary — in  every  relation  the  most  com- 
mon. Kept  her  plighted  faith  to  her  Redeemer  as  to  her  hus- 
band, and  endeavored  to  be  personally  holy  and  spread  its  prin- 
ciples as  far  as  possible — her  last  great  self-control  and  peace, 
in  a  sickness  stretching  through  almost  a  twelve-month,  and  her 
final  eight  days  without  food,  her  serenity  unbroken,  patience 
unfailing,  were  inspired  by  the  aim  to  be  faithful  unto  the  end. 
Conscious  of  every  step  down  to  the  edge  of  the  death-stream, 
she  faltered  not  in  heart  or  hope  till  all  was  crowned  with  sight. 
I  am  not  the  one  to  depict  her  character  —  guage  her  success/ 
only  hold  up  the  fidelity  of  endeavor  ;    this    is    not    faultlesness, 
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and  consists  not  in  illustrious  traits,  splendid  opportunities, 
or  noticeable  gifts,  but  the  way  we  improve  and  use  that  we  have, 
and  faithfulness  is  his,  the  humble  keeper  of  the  gate,  as  the  an- 
gelic warder  on  the  wall. 

So  gather  we  from  the  ashes  of  a  life  consumed  away ;  some 
precious  things,  the  work  of  the  Divine  Spirit  in  her,  that  we  may 
set  it,  by  the  aid  of  the  same  spirit,  as  a  brilliant  in  our  own 
lives. 

Point  in  this  way  the  moral  of  this  changing  state,  and  strive 
for  something  higher  than  thoughtless  grief. 

As  we  mark  one  who  deliberately  came  to  him — "the  Faithful 
and  True" — we  see  her  life  purified  by  his  blood.  Naturally 
diffident,  she  publicly  confessed  her  faith  in  him  and  united  with 
the  church — that  vow  sacredly  kept,  kept  her  ;  her  fidelity  to 
others  came  of  her  faith  in  him  ;  here  the  secret  of  her  symmet- 
rical character.  Early  christian  graces  were  gradually  inwoven 
with  the  life-threads,  and  religion  became  her  nature ;  it  sat 
gracefully  upon  her,  and  very  like  her  own,  was  its  "meek  and 
quiet  spirit."  She  was  true  to  herself  and  Saviour,  and  therefore 
to  her  friends. 

A  wise  beginning  to  start  with  Christ ;  and  not  for  works  of 
righteousness  which  we  have  done,  but  by  his  mercy  he  saves  us. 

She  was  faithful  to  her  own  mind.  A  renewed  heart  stimu- 
ulates  the  intellect,  and  being  right,  regulates  and  improves 
thought,  and  hence  is  fostered,  if  not  originated,  a  taste  for 
beauty  and  the  harmony  of  sweet  sounds. 

God  may  endow  some  natures  with  more  than  is  given  all,  but 
the  same  disposition,  always  shows  the  same  fidelity  in  the  im- 
provement of  one  talent  as  of  more,  and  it  is  not  the  gift  but  the 
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gain  which  the  Master  asks  in  return.  That  account  of  her 
thinking,  always  tending  upward,  that  account  of  time  spent  in 
prayer,  fervent  and  effectual,  for  Christ's  work,  at  home  and 
abroad,  of  conversation  discreet  and  without  guile — whoso  ofTend- 
eth  not  in  word  the  same  is  perfect — that  account  on  Monday 
morning  sealed  up  forever,  was  it  not  prayerfully,  faithfully  kept? 
You,  with  a  heart  and  mind  to  keep  for  God,  and  with  which  to 
spend  eternity,  have  before  you  the  same  possibilities — will  there 
be  the  same  serious  fidelity  ? 

She  was  true  to  the  lot  to  which  he  in  his  providence  called  her. 
Instructive  is  it  to  see  one  content  with  her  sphere,  but  never 
with  the  way  she  fills  it ;  with  the  divine  disposings,  never  with 
her  attainments  or  disposition. 

We  may  think  what  she  might  have  been,  in  the    world's    esti- 
mate, under  other  circumstances,  in  a  different  station,  but  there 
is  one  who  esteems  a  gem  shining  alone  in  the    wilderness,    just 
as  highly  as  if  it  flashed  on  the  brow  of  royalty,  and  to    him    the 
fragrance  of  a  holy  life  is  as  pleasing,  seemingly   wasted    on  the 
desert  air,  as  it  would  be  rising  from  altars  where    men    worship 
and  to  which  kings  bring  their  glory  and  honor  : 
"It 's  only  great  to  be  good  ; 
Kind  hearts  are  more  than  coronets, 
And  simple  faith  than  Norman  blood." 

She  was  faithful  in  her  family.  Fitted  for  the  position  of 
wife  and  mother,  she  counted  not  her  life  dear  unto  herself  to 
advance  their  good  or  heighten  their  prospects :  economizing  not 
for  the  sake  of  accumulating,  but  to  be  faithful  to  the  charge 
God  had  given  her  to  keep.  Among  their  most  precious  memo- 
ries, will  be  those  connected  with  social  worship.     The  very  last 
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night  in  her  life,  listening  to  her  son,  reading  from  the  14th  of 
John — "In  our  father's  house  where  many  mansions  be  :"  so 
closed  the  last  "Lord's  day,"  and  her  last  day  on  earth. 

We  may  talk  of  a  mother's  love,  but  here  is  something  more 
than  instinct  which  makes  a  parent  willing  her  very  heart-strings 
be  the  cord  to  lead  a  soul  to  the  Saviour,  and  more  than  she 
loves  her  only  born,  would  deem  it  pleasant  to  live  unknown,  or 
lie  down  in  the  last  sleep,  so  there  may  be  the  faintest  hope,  the 
voice  of  her  child  be  waking  souls  to  the  life  eternal. 

Men  are  what  mothers  make  them  ;  and  a  christian  mother 
lays  broad  bases  for  eternity,  Christ  being  the  Corner-Stone. 
This  mother  made  her  house  bright,  with  a  light,  better  felt  than 
described  —  a  light  which  beamed  alike  on  all  —  the  light  of 
Christian  love,  which,  in  the  kitchen  made  her  appear  as  though 
she  had  never  seen  a  parlor,  and  in  the  parlor  made  you  believe 
she  never  had  seen  a  kitchen — a  faithful  love,  ever  ready  to  sym- 
pathize, and  did  not  forget  the  physical  wants,  could  join  in  the 
most  refined  conversation  or  work  with  her  own  hands. 

Is  there  no  genius  in  informing  the  conmon  with  the  uncom- 
mon, and  bringing  into  every-day-things  a  heroic  spirit?  Is 
there  not  an  untold  excellence  in  her,  who  unites  the  assiduity 
of  Martha,  in  serving,  with  the  spiritual  desire  of  Mary  to  sit  at 
Jesus's  feet  and  learn  of  him  ?  So  is  woman  the  better  man, 
and  best  shows  us  the  Christ  that  was,  and  is  to  be. 

She  was  faithful  to  her  fellowmen  and  society.  Most  retiring, 
yet  full  of  public  spirit  and  like  our  Master,her  philanthropy  was 
for  all  men  and  she  did  what  she  could,  just  where  she  was,  did 
it  for  Him ,  for  she  loved  the  place  of  prayer.  In  the  mission  cir- 
cle is  an  empty  seat — one  less  foot-fall  on  the  stairs  to  the  week- 
day meeting. 
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Blessings  on  those,  who,  not  neglecting  home-duties,  labor  for 
Christ  as  though  it  was  their  profession.  They  may  not  be  lead- 
ers but  they  chink  in  well.  So  quiet  and  faithful,  we  know  their 
worth  in  the  difficulty  of  filling  their  places. 

Too  soon  they  go  to  the  Upper  Sanctuary  and  their  works  do 
follow  them. 

She  was  "faithful  unto  death."  We  cannot  too  much  honor 
God — the  most  self-denying  in  his  servant's  self-denial;  and  that 
grace  which  sometimes  unites  opposite  qualities — the  meditative 
and  active,  the  most  gentleness  and  endurance.  Her  linger- 
ing sickness  tested  her  faithfulness  and  that  of  her  friends. 

Nothing  in  life  became  her  so  well  as  the  way  she  left  it.  It 
is  not  measured  by  years,  but  holy  aspiration  ;  and  she  was  like 
a  shock  of  corn  fully  ripe,  although  her  age  was  but  51,  next 
June. 

For  her  "to  die  is  gain  ;"  she  seemed  to  me  to  need  less 
change  than  almost  any  other  that  I  know,  to  fit  her  for  the  so- 
ciety of  heaven — so  that  I  should  expect  to  find  her  less  changed 
than  any  other  whom  I  know,  should  I  be  permitted  to  meet  her 
there.  "And  they  that  are  with  the  Lamb  are  the  called  and 
chosen  and  faithful,"  her  peace  was  like  a  river  and  her  right- 
eousness like  the  waves  of  the  sea.  It  was  a  departure — life  tem- 
poral opened  into  the  eternal — 

"Which  knows  no  age, 

That  blessed  last  of  deaths  when  Death  is  dead." 

Fidelity  : 

"Thou  first  of  virtues,  let  no  mortal  leave 
Thy  onward  path,  although  the  earth  gape, 
And  from  the  mouth  of  hell  destruction  rise. 
To  take  dissimulation's  winding  way." 
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You  especially  bereaved — know,  words  weaker  than  your  grief 
would  make  grief  more,  yet  we  know  not  ourselves,  then  how 
can  others  know  us ;  know  little  of  their  evil  and  still  less  of 
their  good.  The  good  and  faithful  —  their  purest  loveliness  is 
not  where  the  many  are  allowed  to  gaze,  or  where  they  would  be 
fit  to  judge.  We  catch  but  glimpses  of  the  best  life,  we  see  it 
only  in  a  few  prominent  points,  as  we  behold  not  all  of  God's 
bountiful  earth  in  its  peopled  spaces.  He  has  things  which  the 
eye  hath  not  seen  nor  the  ear  heard,  lavished  in  the  very  pro- 
fusion of  unbounded  power — there  are  floods  of  sunlight  flowing 
over  the  broad  sweep  of  untrodden  deserts — rivers  which  wander 
in  voiceless  regions — beautiful  but  unnoted  shores,  washed  only 
by  the  ocean  wave,  cheered  only  by  the  music  of  the  storm.  So 
is  it  with  the  invisible,  divinely  given  life  of  the  christian  man  or 
woman — it  has  joy  in  its  hidden  depths — it  has  glory  in  its  secret 
places  ;  it  has  light  where  no  man  intrudes — it  has  peace  which 
passeth  understanding  and  passeth  utterance — it  has  majesty 
and  bliss  where  only  its  own  thought  with  the  Spirit  of  its  God 
reposes  ;  for  all  these  rise  upon,  them  with  the  words  —  sweeter 
than  music — "Come  ye  blessed  of  my  father !" 

The  good  and  faithful  servant  we  never  know  how  to  spare — 
no  other  does  God  so  much  want.  Few  could  lose  so  much, 
yet  we  all  live  till  our  work  is  done.  Our  friends  must  not  be- 
come our  idols,  and  we  lean  on  them  when  we  should  on  Christ. 
That  grace  that  made  her  faithful  can  sustain  us  : 

"God  gives  us  love,  somrthing  to  love 
He  lends  us  ;  but  when  love  is  grown 
To  ripeness,  that  on  which  it  throve 
Falls  off,  and  love  is  left  nlone."' 
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A  famous  writer  says :  I  should  honor  him  or  her,  whose  am- 
bition is,  not  to  win  laurels  in  the  State  or  army,  not  to  be  a 
jurist  or  naturalist,  not  to  be  a  poet  or  commander,  but  to  be  a 
master  of  living  well,  and  to  administer  the  offices  of  master  or 
servant,  of  husband,  father  and  friend.  But  it  requires  as  much 
breadth  of  power,  for  this,  as  for  those  other  functions — as  much 
or  more,  and  the  reason  for  the  failure  is  the  same.  The  vice  of 
our  house-keeping  is  that  it  does  not  hold  man  sacred.  The  vice 
of  government,  the  vice  of  education,  the  vice  of  religion  is  one, 
with  that  of  private  life. — May  our  fidelity  begin  at  home,  but 
not  end  there. 

Ma)r  lie  "who  is  rich  in  mercy,"  "the  God  of  all  consolation, 
comfort  you."  and  make  this  loss  your  spiritual  gain.  You  have 
this  left  you — He  still  reigns,  and  orders  that  the  good  be  separ- 
ated only  for  a  season. 

"And  they  tell  me,  I  am  lonely, 

To  the  world,  I  seem  so  only, 

For,  by  day,  in  dreams  by  night 

There  's  a  love-born  spirit  near  me, 

And  it  seems  to  hear  and  see  me, 

While  a  soft  eye  smiles  to  cheer  me 

With  its  pure  and  holy  light. 
Yes,  amid  my  desolation 
'Tis  not  fancy's  fond  creation 
That  a  strange,  sweet  consolation 
Heals  my  bleeding,  broken  heart  ; 
And  it  tells  me  'twill  be  given 


For  our  hearts  thus  rudely  riven 
To  unite  again  in  heaven, 
Never — nevermore  to  part." 


• 


